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Abstract 

Aiming at the problems that the luminance information is not enough and the edge 

information can not be preserved easily in the process of the image fusion, an effective 

image fusion method based on nonsubsampled contourlet transform (NSCT) and adaptive 

guided image filtering is proposed in this paper. Firstly the source images are 

decomposed by NSCT with multi-scale, multi-direction and shift-invariant properties. The 

fusion rule of the low-frequency subband coefficients employs the local correlation energy 

to improve the energy and information of the subband coefficients. To acquire good 

effects with edge-preserving and noise reduction, the adaptive guided image filtering is 

introduced to the high-frequency subband coefficients as the fusion rule for the first time, 

and it can make use of halo-free edge slope enhancement in the fusion process. Finally, 

the fused image is reconstructed by the inverse NSCT. Experimental results demonstrate 

that the comprehensive performances of the proposed method are improved in the fusion 

information, edge and luminance. 

 

Keywords: image fusion, NSCT, guided filter, adaptive guided image filtering, local 

correlation energy 

 

1. Introduction  

With the development of sensor technology, multiple visual sensors replace the single 

sensor model. The multiple sensors information is often redundant and complementary, 

and the fusion of multiple sensors information can reduces the overall uncertainty and 

increase the accuracy. Multi-sensor image fusion has been applied to some areas 

including remote sensing satellite images processing, visible and infrared images 

processing, medical images processing and so on. The primary purpose of image fusion is 

reserving most of the useful information for different images. For this purpose, a large 

number of image fusion methods have been proposed in literatures. Researchers also 

gradually improve the quality of the fused image such as sharpness, brightness, edge, and 

detail. According to different fusion levels of image fusion technology, image fusion can 

generally be divided into three levels including the pixel level fusion, feature level fusion 

and decision level fusion [1]. The pixel level fusion has attracted most of the researchers 

for its low level and high precision, and it can be divided into two categories: the spatial 

domain and transform domain. The final quality of the pixel fusion effect depends on the 

choices of the transform and fusion rules. 

Nowadays, transform domain fusion algorithms based on multi-scale geometric 

analysis such as pyramid transform, wavelet transform, contourlet transform (CT), and 

NSCT have achieved great success. Pyramid decomposition is redundant, no-directional 
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and correlative among the layers, resulting in losing the high frequency information and 

detail feature of the fused images [2]. Wavelet transform is a non-redundant and multi-

directional decomposition, retaining the spectral and spatial information of the image [2]. 

However, the wavelet base is isotropic and limited by direction description, failing to 

reflect the high-dimensional contour information of the image. CT is put forward by M. 

N. Do and has the properties of multi-resolution, localization, directionality and 

anisotropy [4-5], but its implementation requires down-samplers and up-samplers that 

cause spectrum aliasing and the pseudo-Gibbs phenomenon [6]. NSCT [7], proposed by 

A. L. Da Cunha, etc., in 2006, not only inherits all the advantages of CT, but also 

possesses the shifted invariance. Therefore, NSCT can accurately extract the outline and 

the detail information of the image and overcome shortcomings arising from other 

transforms [8]. Based on the advantages of NSCT, it is chosen as the tool of multi-scale 

transform in this paper. 

Another key point of the final fused results is the fusion rules. Well-designed fusion 

rules for coefficients of multi-scale transform can further enhance the effect of fusion. 

Through multi-scale transform, the original images are often divided into the high-

frequency subband coefficients and the low-frequency subband coefficients. The fusion 

rules of the low-frequency subband coefficients commonly include average method, 

weighted average method, the largest area method, etc., [9-10]. For the low-frequency 

subband coefficients, the average method and weighted average method are easy to be 

implemented, but the edge information and luminance feature are lost. The fusion rules of 

the high-frequency subband coefficients include the absolute maximum, the maximum 

area of energy, the absolute maximum variance, etc., [11-13]. In conclusion, these 

methods do not consider the variations of the energy and relevancy in a certain region, 

resulting in low brightness and blurred edges of the fusion image. And the final fusion 

images of these methods may lose some useful information such as edge information, 

luminance information and detail information, and at the same time, decrease the contrast 

of the fusion image. Therefore, it need better fusion rules to improve the existing fusion 

rules. 

The proposed guided image filtering [14] fulfills the requirements of both edge 

preserving and linear complexity. It has been applied to some fields such as image 

matting and colorization [15-17]. S. Li  [18] applies the guided image filtering to image 

fusion and achieves good results, but the images are decomposed into base layer and 

detail layer by average filtering instead of multi-scale transform. At the same time, the 

guided image filtering does not realize adaptively choosing the parameters that can create 

halo artifacts in the slope of edges. Based on guided image filtering, C. C. Pham [19] 

proposes adaptive guided image filtering (AGF) that realizes adaptive filtering, superior 

sharpness enhancement and noise reduction. In this paper, the thought introducing the 

AGF to the NSCT domain is first proposed and applied to image fusion.  

Based on analysis above, a new and effective image fusion method is proposed in this 

paper, which combines the local correlation energy and AGF in NSCT domain. The 

method ensures the multi-scale decomposition of the images, and also combines the latest 

edge-preserving technology. It can achieve fine fusion effects including distinct edge, 

high luminance and more detail information.  

 

2. NSCT 

In this section, the key ideas and properties of the NSCT will be reviewed briefly. The 

NSCT has the quality of shift-invariance, multi-scale and multi-direction. It consists of 

nonsubsampled pyramid (NSP) and nonsubsampled directional filter bank (NSDFB), 

which ensure the multi-scale and multi-directional decomposition of the NSCT 

respectively. First of all, the image is decomposed into different scales by NSP. NSP can 

result in L+1 sub-images, which consists of one low-frequency and L high-frequency 
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images with the same size as the source image, where L denotes the number of 

decomposition levels. And then the high-frequency subband image is decomposed by 

NSDFB and obtained the final subband images at different scales and directions. NSDFB 

produces 2J directional sub-images with the same size as the source image by J-level 

decomposition. The total number of decomposition is given by ä=
+

J

j

l j

1
21 , where l j 

denotes the number of levels in NSDFB at the jth scale. The structure of NSCT is shown 

in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1. The Structure of NSCT 

3. Guided Image Filter ing  

In [14], the guided image filtering has some good properties. The guided image 

filtering has good edge-preserving properties as the bilateral filter, and it overcomes the 

gradient reversal artifacts. The guided image filtering involves a guidance image G, a 

filtering input image I, and an output image O. The guided filter output at a pixel i is 

expressed as a weighted average: 

(),j
j

iji IGWO ä=                  (1) 

where i and j are pixel indexes. The filter kernel Wij is a function of the guidance image 

G and independent of I, defined as follows: 
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Here, wk is a square window of size (2r+1)×( 2r+1) centered at the pixel k. |w| is the 

number of pixels in wk. ɛk and 2

ks  are the mean and variance of G in wk. Ů is a 

regularization parameter given by the user. 

Compared with the traditional filter kernel function, the guided image filtering kernel 

function has good edge-preserving and detail enhancement properties. At the same time, 

the computing time is independent of the filter size. On account of its qualities, the guided 

image filtering has performed very well in a great variety of applications including image 

smoothing, enhancement, image matting and dehazing. In this paper, the guided filter is 

applied to image fusion. 

 

4. The Proposed Method and I ts Fusion Rules 
 

4.1. General Framework for the Proposed Method  

A general framework of image fusion in NSCT domain is shown in Figure 2. Firstly, 

the source images (A,B) are decomposed by NSCT to acquire the low-frequency subband 

images 
X

lC
0

(X=A,B) and high-frequency subband images 
X

lH q, (X=A,B) respectively. 

X

lH q, (X=A,B) represents the high-frequency subband images at level lŗ[1,L] in the 
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orientation ɗ. Then the local correlation energy is used as the fusion rule of the low-

frequency subband images. The AGF is employed as the fusion rule of the high-frequency 

subband images. Finally, inverse NSCT is applied to the new low and high frequency 

subband images and the final fusion image is obtained. 
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Figure 2. The General Framework of Image Fusion in NSCT Domain  

4.2. Low Frequency Fusion Rule 

The low-frequency subband images reflect the average characteristics of the source 

images and determine the outline of the images. And the correlation coefficient of image 

represents the similarity of two images in each area [20-21]. The local energy of the 

image represents that how much the amount of energy information contains in the image 

area. The local energy can be used to guide the choice of low-frequency subband images. 

The previous methods that choose window randomly, and the proposed method selects 

window corresponding to the window size of AGF to ensure the consistency between high 

and low frequency. The decisions of fusion rule based on the local correlation energy can 

merge information of source images and keep the details of the fused image. 

The definition of local correlation coefficient R is 
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Here, Xm (X=A,B) is the mean of the low-frequency subband images. M×N is the size 

of the area. 

The local energy of the image is calculated by (4) 
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The low-frequency subband images are first divided into some M×N sub-regions. And 

then the new low-frequency coefficients are calculated by using the local correlation 

energy according to (5) and (6). 
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Here, EA
l0 and EB

l0 are local energy of the sources images respectively. TH is the 

threshold of R. CO
l0(m,n) is the new low-frequency coefficient after fusion. 

 

4.3. High Frequency Fusion Rule  

High-frequency subband images represent the detail component of the image, including 

the edge and texture of the source image, and directly relate to the final fusion effect. In 

this paper, the AGF as the fusion rules of high frequency subband images is first proposed 

and applied. It performs halo-free edge slope enhancement and noise reduction 

simultaneously, and has been implemented by using a fast and exact linear-time 

algorithm. For high frequency subband images of multi-sensor images, the edge of the 

images can integrate together without artifact by using AGF. Compared with guided 

image filtering, the improvement of AGF is the offset ɝi that is added to the intensity 

value of center pixel k in the kernel weights function of guided image filtering. The new 

high-frequency coefficients after fusion are calculated by the filter kernel and weighting 

function of AGF: 
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Here, Gi=
A

lH q,  and Gj =
B

lH q, . 
F

lG q,  is the new high-frequency coefficients after fusion. 

ɝi is the added offset. An offset-choosing strategy is also applied in AGF, in the same 

manner as described in adaptive bilateral filter [22-23].That is: 
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Here the intensity difference is defined by
kii G m-=D .  

After the processing, the new low and high frequency coefficients are acquired. And 

the final fusion image is obtained by inverse NSCT. 

 

5. Experimental Results and Analysis 
 

5.1. The Experimental Results 

In order to verify the effectiveness of the proposed method, it is compared with nine 

multi-scale transformïbased methods, including, ratio pyramid(RAT) [24], Laplacian 

pyramid(LAP) [25], gradient pyramid(GRP) [26], FSD pyramid(FSDP) [27], DWT [28], 

contourlet transform based on guided image filtering (CT-GF), nonsubsampled contourlet 

transform based on guided image filtering (NSCT-GF), nonsubsampled contourlet 

transform based on bilateral filter (NSCT-BF) and guided image filtering based fusion 

method(GFF) [18]. The decomposition level of all method is L=3. Parameters of fusion 

methods 1 to 5 are: Burts method for the high-frequency subband images and average 

method for the low-frequency subband images. And the fusion rules of the high-frequency 

and low-frequency subband coefficients use guide image filtering of CT-GF and NSCT-



International Journal of Signal Processing, Image Processing and Pattern Recognition  

Vol. 9, No. 11, (2016)  

 

 

288                                                                                                           ¨ÔÕÞ×ÎÌÍÙd dvtuzd¸ª·¸¨ 

GF. For NSCT-BF, the fusion rules of the high-frequency and low-frequency subband 

coefficients use bilateral filter and local correlation energy respectively. The GFF uses the 

method in [18]. This paper selects three sets of multi-sensor images including medical 

images, infrared and visible images and remote sensing images. The experimental results 

are presented respectively. 

 

The results of the medical images 

As shown in Figure 3, the first set of experiments is the medical images fusion, 

choosing CT (computed tomography) and MRI (magnetic resonance imaging) images as 

the source images. It can be seen from the experimental results that the proposed method 

is the best way combined the information of the source images. The experimental results 

(cïh) have the phenomenon of low grayscale and blurred edges caused by incomplete 

decomposition and improper low frequency fusion rules. Compare to the experimental 

results (cïh), the fusion image of the proposed method does not appear blurred edges due 

to the shift-invariance of NSCT. And the luminance of the fusion image does not change 

much, because the local correlation energy algorithm used in the low-frequency subband 

images fusion can retain the image information. As shown in experimental results (i-k), 

the edges are kept by using guided image filtering and at the same time the luminance 

information is preserved. The automatic selection of parameters is realized by using 

adaptive guided image filtering in the proposed method, so the edge is clear and has no 

halo artifacts.  
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Figure 3. The Experimental Results of the Medical Images. (a) Image A. (b ) 
Image B. (c) RAT. (d) LAP. (e) GRP. (f) FSDP. (g) DWT. (h) CT -GF. (i) NSCT-

GF. (j) NSCT-BF. (k) GFF. (l) The Proposed Method.  

The results of the infrared and visible images 

As shown in Figure 4, the source images are the infrared image and visible image 

about the nighttime street corner. The proposed method combines the infrared image and 

visible image information. And the contour of the hang letters and pedestrians are more 

obvious. At the same time, the luminance and contrast of the fused image in the proposed 

method is higher than that of other methods. 
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Figure 4. The Experimental Results of the Infrared and Visibl e Images. (a) 
Image A. (b) Image B. (c) RAT. (d) LAP. (e) GRP. (f) FSDP. (g) DWT. (h) CT -

GF. (i) NSCT-GF. (j) NSCT-BF. (k) GFF. (l) The Proposed Method.  

The results of the remote sensing images 

As shown in Figure 5, the source images of the third group experiments are remote 

sensing images. It can be seen from the experimental results that the proposed method 

makes the source image better together, and not only enriches the source image 

information, but also preferably reflects the details information. It can preserve the 

complementary information of different source images such as the edge of the round 

object. Meanwhile, the brightness and edge of the image fusion results also has a good 

performance. 
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Figure 5. The Experimental Results of the Remote Sensing Images . (a) 
Image A. (b) Image B. (c) RAT. (d) LAP. (e) GRP. (f) FSDP. (g) DWT. (h) CT -

GF. (i) NSCT-GF. (j) NSCT-BF. (k) GFF. (l) The Proposed Method.  

5.2. The Evaluation Indexes 

To estimate the fusion performances of different methods objectively, five evaluation 

indexes are employed, i.e., mean (Qm), entropy (QE), the edge intensity (QEI
 
), the standard 

deviation(QSD), and mutual information (QMI) [29].  

1) Mean (Qm): The mean of the image is the arithmetic average of all pixels luminance, 

stands for the average luminance and reflectance ratio of the image. The greater the mean 

of the results is, the more brightness information inherited from the source image is.  

              (10) 

where, M and N are the size of the image, and f(x,y) is the value of gray. 

2) The information entropy (QE): The entropy represents the richness of the image 

contained information. A small information entropy value corresponds to a narrow 

distribution function, which means that the uncertainty of the related random variable is 

small. 

               (11) 

here, Pi represents the probability of the pixels. 

3) The edge intensity (QEI): Since edge information is very important for human 

perception, the metric is developed based on this information transferred from the source 

images to the fused image.  


